Introduction
On 2 December 1889 in Amsterdam a remarkable auction was held. A colossal collection of scientific instruments and related tools was sold, the origin of which -at least in the auction catalogue -was left in the dark.1 Only by comparing the content of this catalogue with the latest inventory of the former cabinet of experimental philosophy of the Amsterdam Society Felix Meritis (liquidated shortly before, in June 1889) can it be established that a good part of the Society's renowned collection of scientific instruments came under the hammer.2 This in itself is remarkable, since at its liquidation the board of Felix Meritis had expressly stipulated that only those goods of the Society would be donated to municipal bodies, of which it was evident that these institutions really would benefit by these gifts. The library of Amsterdam University, for instance, regarded the voluminous stock of books donated by Felix Meritis as a very valuable addition to its collection; likewise, the Felix Meritis plaster casts were accepted with great enthusiasm by the Rijksacademie voor Beeldende Kunsten (National Academy of Visual Arts) (Figs. 1 and 2), and in this same manner it was agreed with the director of the Physics Laboratory of the Amsterdam Municipal University that the scientific instruments of the Felix Meritis Society would be included in this Laboratory as a complete and indivisible collection.3 However, the relevant professor of physics, Johannes Didericus van der Waals, being a genuine theorist, was not keen on experimental equipment. Prior to the transfer of the instruments he had written to the board of Felix Meritis that, in his eyes, these instruments only had some historical value.4 So, it seems plausible to suppose that Van der Waals personally has given impetus to the instrument sale, mentioned before.5 Only a small number of notable instruments, such as three planetariums, remained at the University.6 4 Amsterdam, City Archive, Archive Felix Meritis, inv. nr. 59. 5 According to tradition in 1889 a large part of the Felix Meritis instruments was bought by Nico laas Groenendijk, a former Felix Meritis member. His son and heir N.C.A.J. Groenendijk organised in 1958 an auction of more than 500 scientific instruments. Some 120 instruments were obtained by the forerunner of Museum Boerhaave in Leiden. Around 140 instruments were bought by the American dealer Alvin C. Detwiler. These instruments were purchased en bloc by the Burndy Library of the Dibner Institute in Norwalk (Connecticut). In 2006 this institute was transferred to the Huntington Library in San Marino (California). Cf. Peter de Clercq, "De familie Groenendijk", in de Clercq, Het koperen kabinet. Schatkamers van de wetenschap, 1550 -1950 , Leiden, 1994 
